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the care he needs. When I told her that
under our bill we could very well save
his life because he would never get in-
surance under the present situation
and that he would never be denied cov-
erage under our bill, she had a little bit
of a conversion right on the spot.

A second was a woman who owned a
gift shop in Louisville. She said she
was against health care reform because
she is a diabetic. She said, I can’t wait
until 2014 to get the help I need. She
wasn’t against health care reform. She
needs it now, and she needs it des-
perately. Under our bill, there will be a
high-risk pool so she can immediately
get coverage that she can’t get now.

The fact is health care reform as pro-
posed by the House Democrats will
save lives, will save money, will save
jobs, and will save Medicare. It is time
to pass health care reform.

———

GOOGLE’S INTENTION TO PULL
OUT OF CHINA

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to voice my strong support of
Google’s intention to consider pulling
out of China due to a ‘‘highly sophisti-
cated and targeted attack’ on its cor-
porate infrastructure and email serv-
ice. Google is making a principled
stand reminiscent of the companies
that pulled out of apartheid South Af-
rica and fascist Germany.

The Washington Post reported today
that Google said it has evidence that a
primary goal of the attackers was ac-
cessing the gmail accounts of Chinese
human rights activists. They found
that the gmail accounts of literally
dozens of brave human rights advo-
cates ‘‘appear to have been routinely
accessed by third parties.”

This is unconscionable but is not sur-
prising given China’s long history of
cracking down on free speech, human
rights, and religious freedom. China is
regressing. They are increasingly bra-
zen in their human rights abuses.

This principled stand on the part of
Google will surely give hope to the mil-
lions of Chinese people who yearn for
freedom and who cry out for basic
human rights.

———
NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE

(Mr. BOCCIERI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOCCIERI. Madam Speaker,
today I rise in recognition of the 100th
anniversary of the National Urban
League, an organization dedicated to
bettering the lives and protecting the
rights of minority groups across our
country.

The National Urban League is the
oldest and largest community-based or-
ganization in our Nation. Locally, the
Greater Stark County Urban League,
located in my northeastern Ohio dis-
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trict, formed out of the integration of
the Massillon and Canton affiliates,
has been serving our Stark County
communities for over 90 years.

Under the direction of interim presi-
dent and CEO Vince Watts, the work of
the Greater Stark County Urban
League is bettering Stark County at
precisely the time we need it. Ohio’s
unemployment is still high, and we are
recovering slowly, but now more than
ever, as we are rebuilding our local
economy for future success, the Great-
er Stark County Urban League is con-
necting minority groups in our commu-
nities to the employment and housing
services and to the health and youth
programming necessary.

Last year, the local Urban League
began a new scholarship program for 20
high school juniors and seniors. This
year, they hope to provide 30 scholar-
ships. The League is also offering class-
es this year to help 60 people in Stark
County obtain their GEDs.

I commend the Stark County Greater
Urban League for making critical in-
vestments in our people, in our coun-
try, and in our future. This is the type
of service that we all talk about here
and should applaud every day on the
floor of the House of Representatives.

———

BURMESE AMERICAN IMPRISONED

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, an
American citizen is being held illegally
and unjustly by the Burmese Govern-
ment today, and we should do all we
can to return him to the United States
and to his family.

Nyi Nyi Aung has been imprisoned in
Burma since September 3, and has been
held wunder a revolving array of
charges—all bogus. Aung has been de-
prived of food and sleep, has been beat-
en, then has had medical treatment
withheld, and he remains in prison
while his trial is pending.

The Burmese Government has ig-
nored its obligations under inter-
national treaty, and it violates the
standards of human rights and basic
decency.

Aung has a heart for the oppressed
people of his native country, a heart to
bring true democracy to Burma, and
his offense is promoting freedom in a
country that is like a vast prison
camp.

I urge Secretary Clinton to publicly
call for Aung’s release and to use all
possible diplomatic means to return
him to the United States where he can
receive medical care. His life hangs in
the balance, and we cannot afford to
wait.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF MIEP
GIES AND HER IMPACT ON THE
WORLD
(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1

minute.)

January 13, 2010

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, last
week, a lady died, named Miep Gies, a
Dutch lady. She died at age 100.

The reason her death is worth noting
is that she was a Dutch Catholic who,
with her husband, hid the Frank fam-
ily—Anne Frank, Otto Frank, that
family—and another Jewish family for
25 months in Amsterdam when the Nazi
regime came and was taking Jewish
people from Amsterdam and through-
out Europe to concentration camps.
For 25 months, their family protected
the Franks. They were then betrayed,
the Frank family, and sent to con-
centration camps where all died but
Otto Frank.

Ms. Gies found the diary of Anne
Frank. She preserved it and gave it to
Otto Frank when he was released from
his concentration camp—the only sur-
viving Frank. It was published, the
story of a young girl and her hopes dur-
ing the Nazi occupation of Amsterdam
and the persecution of Jews.

There are people today who do not
believe that the Anne Frank diary was
real. It was indeed real. This lady saved
it. She saved history and taught us
what people can do, just ordinary citi-
zens, in acts of heroism to protect oth-
ers in the face of injustice. I am
pleased to recognize her in the United
States Congress. We are lucky she
came this way. She had a significant
impact on the world.

RECOGNIZING THE 18TH FIGHTER
WING AND ITS ROLE IN THE
GLOBAL WAR ON TERROR

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker,
more than 8 years after the September
11 attacks, our country is still fighting
against terrorism. The attempted at-
tack on Christmas Day has renewed
the discussion of how to keep our coun-
try and its citizens safe and our Na-
tion’s interests protected. Our military
is fighting every day to protect the
world from these extremists.

Arkansans have proudly served to de-
fend our country since the global war
on terror began. Most recently, last
week, 50 members of the 188th Fighter
Wing, based in Fort Smith, Arkansas,
left for a 120-day deployment in Af-
ghanistan. These men and women are
continuing the Arkansas tradition of
service to our Nation. In the coming
months, an additional 250 members of
the 188th will deploy to provide close
air support for ground troops in Af-
ghanistan. This is an important mis-
sion that I am confident these men and
women will accomplish successfully.

I ask my colleagues to keep the
members of the 188th and their families
and friends in their thoughts and pray-
ers during this time.
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